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U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE, 

INSECTICIDE  AND  FUNGICIDE  BOARD. 
J.  K.  Haywood,  Chairman;  M.  B.  Waite.  A.  L.  Quaintance.  J.  A.  Emery. 

SERVICE  AND  REGULATORY  ANNOUNCEMENTS.1 

MARCH,  1914. 


OPINIONS  OF  GENERAL  INTEREST  REGARDING  QUESTIONS  ARISING 
UNDER  THE  INSECTICIDE  ACT  OF  1910. 

Below  are  given  extracts  from  various  letters  written  by  the  board  to  individuals. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  these  opinions  of  the  board  may  be  of  service  to  others,  they 
are  published  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  trade.  In  these  letters  only  those  parts 
have  been  published  which  are  of  importance.  It  should  be  understood  that  the 
board  is  not  authorized  by  the  provisions  of  the  Insecticide  Act  of  1910  to  criticize, 
approve,  or  suggest  labels;  so  that  any  advice  given  in  these  letters  is  offered  in  an 
advisory  capacity  as  representing  the  opinion  of  the  board  in  the  light  of  its  present 
knowledge  and  in  the  light  of  the  facts  presented  by  the  correspondent. 

18.  Active  and  inert  ingredients  of  bleaching  powder  or  chlorinated  lime. 

Gentlemen:  We  have  received  your  communication  of  *  *  *  relative  to 
labeling  so-called  "Chloride  of  Lime"  or  "Bleaching  Powder.  " 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  this  product  is  a  disinfectant,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  it 
is  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Insecticide  Act  of  1910,  regardless  of  whether  any 
directions  are  given  on  the  label. 

Section  8  of  the  act  is  specific  in  requiring  a  statement  on  the  face  of  the  principal 
label  of  the  correct  names  and  percentage  amounts  of  each  and  every  inert  ingredient 
and  the  fact  they  are  inert,. or  in  lieu  of  this  a  statement  of  the  correct  names  and  per- 
centage amounts  of  each  and  every  active  ingredient  and  the  total  percentage  of  inert 
ingredients.  In  such  a  preparation  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  available  chlorine 
is  active,  while  the  remaining  ingredients  are  inert.  We  therefore  suggest  the  fol- 
lowing as  the  most  feasible  form  of  statement: 

Active  ingredient:  Percent. 

Available  chlorine    

Inert  ingredients    

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  designation  chloride  of  lime  for  this  preparation  is  some- 
what misleading,  in  that  the  product  is  not  composed  of  calcium  chlorid  (CaCl2),  we 
suggest  that  it  would  be  preferable  to  refer  to  it  as  "Chlorinated  Lime  or  Bleaching 
Powder. " 

Respectfully,  J.  K.  Haywood, 

Chairman  Insecticide  and  Fungicide  Board. 

1  In  conformity  with  memorandum  No.  57  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  dated  December  26, 
1913,  prescribing  a  uniform  plan  for  the  publication  of  information  bearing  on  regulatory  matters  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  this  publication  will  be  issued  monthly,  or  less  frequently,  as  occasion  may 
warrant,  by  the  Insecticide  and  Fungicide  Board.  Heretofore,  announcement  to  the  public  of  notices 
of  court  judgments  and  official  decisions  under  the  Insecticide  Act  of  1910,  and  opinions  of  the  Board  relat- 
ing to  the  application  of  the  law  to  specific  points,  have  been  in  the  form  of  single  printed  sheets,  or  in  the 
form  of  letters  to  individuals.  Under  the  new  plan,  they  will  all  be  published  in  these  service  and  regula- 
tory announcements  of  the  Insecticide  and  Fungicide  Board. 

Free  distribution  will  be  limited  to  firms,  establishments,  and  journals  especially  concerned.  Others 
desiring  copies  may  obtain  them  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington,  D.  C,  at  5  cents  each  or  50  cents  a  year. 
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19.  Injury  to  tender  foliage  by  concentrated  lime-sulphur  solution. 

Dear  Sir:  *  *  *  Our  tests,  as  well  as  the  tests  of  others,  have  shown  that  con- 
centrated lime-sulphur  solution  at  1  to  40  or  at  any  other  effective  strength  is  not  a 
safe  application  for  tender  foliage,  such  as  peach  and  Japanese  plum.  *  *  *  If, 
then,  your  product  causes  injury  when  used  as  directed  on  peach  and  Japanese  plum 
it  would  be  adulterated  under  the  provisions  of  the  last  paragraph  of  section  7  of  the 
act.  *  *  *  As  a  protection,  therefore,  to  yourself  as  well  as  to  the  consumer,  we 
suggest  that  you  make  no  mention  of  the  use  of  this  diluted  preparation  as  a  fungicide 
on  peach,  Japanese  plum,  and  other  delicaJte  foliage.  In  fact  we  suggest  to  you,  as  we 
have  suggested  to  other  manufacturers,  that  the  label  distinctly  says  that  the  product 
is  not  to  be  used  as  a  summer  spray  on  peach,  Japanese  plum,  and  other  delicate 
foliage. 

Respectfully,  J.  K.  Haywood, 

Chairman  Insecticide  and  Fungicide  Board. 

20.  False  and  misleading  statements  on  a  concentrated  lime-sulphur  label. 

Gentlemen:  *  *  *  We  note  on  your  labels  the  claim  "For  killing  *  *  * 
larvae  of  insects,  sucking  insects  and  controlling  fungous  diseases"  and  are  of  the 
opinion  that  the  product  will  not  kill  the  larvae  of  some  insects,  will  not  kill  all  suck- 
ing insects,  and  will  not  control  all  fungous  diseases.  We  suggest,  therefore,  that  the 
words  "insects,  sucking  insects,"  and  "fungous  diseases"  be  modified  by  some  such 
word  as  "some"  or  "certain."  *  *  *  We  note  on  your  label  the  statement  "To 
control  peach  brown  rot,  and  scab  use  1  part  of  lime-sulphur  wash  to  80  to  100  parts 
of  water.  Make  first  application  just  after  blossoms  fall."  We  are  of  the  opinion  that 
this  recommendation  should  be  removed,  since  it  indicates  that  the  preparation  can 
be  safely  used  at  this  strength  as  a  summer  spray  on  peaches,  whereas  when  so  used 
serious  injury  is  likely  to  result.  We  note  on  your  label  the  statement,  "  For  *  *  * 
plum  rot  use  1  part  to  50  of  water,"  and  are  of  the  opinion  that  this  statement  should  be 
removed,  since  it  indicates  that  the  product  can  be  safely  used  on  this  plant,  whereas 
it  can  not  be  safely  used  on  Japanese  plum  foliage.    *   *  * 

Respectfully,  J.  K.  Haywood, 

Chairman  Insecticide  and  Fungicide  Board. 

21.  Active  and  inert  ingredients  of  formaldehyde  solution  and  false  and  misleading  statements. 

Gentlemen:  *  *  *  In  formaldehyde  solution  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the 
formaldehyde  itself  is  active,  while  the  methyl  alcohol  and  water  are  inert.  We  there- 
fore suggest  either  of  the  following  forms  of  statement  on  the  face  of  the  principal  label: 

Active  ingredients:  Percent. 

Formaldehyde    

Inert  ingredients   

or 

Inert  ingredients:  Per  cent. 

Water    

Methyl  alcohol    

We  note  that  you  claim  on  your  label  40  per  cent,  by  weight,  of  gas,  and  are  inclined 
to  doubt  this  statement.  Probably  what  you  refer  to  is  "40  grams  per  100  c.  c," 
often  incorrectly  referred  to  as  "40  per  cent  by  volume." 

Whether  or  not  the  various  claims  made  on  your  label  are  in  accordance  with  facts 
we  are  unable  to  say  in  the  absence  of  tests.  However,  you  of  course  understand  that 
you  are  responsible  for  all  claims  on  the  labeling.  We  note  on  the  label  the  state- 
ments, "It  is  very  effective  in  destroying  the  foul  odors  frequently  prevalent  in  sick 
rooms  *  *  *"  and  "Excrementitious  matter  is  entirely  deodorized  by  formalde- 
hyde  *   *   *."    We  are  inclined  to  doubt  whether  the  product  will  overcome  all 
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foul  odors  of  sick  rooms  and  also  whether  it  will  entirely  deodorize  excrementitious 
matter.  We  also  note  the  statement  "A  1  to  2  per  cent  solution  in  flat  dishes  placed 
in  a  part  of  the  room  least  likely  to  be  disturbed  will  keep  the  atmosphere  of  the  bed- 
room fresh  and  odorless"  and  are  of  the  opinion  that  this  claim  is  probably  not  true. 
Respectfully,  J.  K.  Haywood, 

Chairman  Insecticide  and  Fungicide  Board. 

22.  Active  and  inert  ingredients  of  tobacco  dust. 

Gentlemen:  *  *  *  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  tobacco  dust  is  an  insecticide 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Insecticide  Act  of  1910  and  is  therefore  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  said  act.  *  *  *  In  tobacco  dust  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  nicotine 
only  is  active,  while  the  tobacco  other  than  nicotine,  sand,  dirt,  and  inert  denaturing 
substances  that  may  be  used  in  the  tobacco  dust  are  inert.  We  therefore  suggest  the 
following  as  the  most  feasible  form  of  statement  on  the  face  of  the  principal  label: 

Active  ingredient:  Per  cent. 

Nicotine    

Inert  ingredients    

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Respectfully,  J.  K.  Haywood, 

Chairman  Insecticide  and  Fungicide  Board. 

28.  Active  and  inert  ingredients  of  kerosene  emulsion. 

Gentlemen:  *  *  *  In  kerosene  emulsion  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  kerosene 
and  dry  soap  are  active  while  the  water  is  inert.  We  therefore  suggest  either  of  the 
following  forms  of  statement  on  the  face  of  the  principal  label,  expressed  in  percentage 
by  weight: 

Active  ingredients:  Percent. 

Kerosene    

Dry  soap    

Inert  ingredients. . '.    

or 

Inert  ingredient,  water    

Respectfully,  J.  K.  Haywood, 

Chairman  Insecticide  and  Fungicide  Board. 

24.  False  and  misleading  statements  on  creosote  dip  label  relative  to  mange,  ticks,  etc. 

Gentlemen:*  *  *  The  statement  "John  Doe's  Creosote  Dip  *  *  *  for  lice, 
ticks,  scab,  mange  and  all  parasites  and  skin  diseases  of  sheep,  cattle,  horses,  pigs,  dogs 
and  chickens"  is  too  comprehensive.  Certain  forms  of  ticks,  notably  the  cattle  tick; 
certain  forms  of  mange,  for  example,  follicular  mange;  and  certain  parasites  and  certain 
skin  diseases  which  infest  or  affect  the  animals  mentioned  would  not  be  effectively 
treated.  It  is  suggested  that  the  word  "ticks"  in  this  paragraph  be  removed  or 
properly  modified;  that  the  word  "mange"  be  modified  through  the  use  of  some 
qualifying  word,  as  for  example  "ordinary"  mange;  and  that  the  statement  "and  all 
parasites  and  skin  diseases  "  be  also  modified  through  the  use  of  some  qualifying  word 
or  words,  as  for  example,  "and  many  forms  of  parasites  and  many  skin  diseases." 

*  *  *  The  statement  " non -carbolic  "  should  be  removed,  as  the  article  is  pre- 
pared from  coal-tar  creosote  oil,  which  contains  small  amounts  of  phenol  or  carbolic 
acid.   *   *  * 

Very  respectfully,  J.  K.  Haywoom, 

Chuinnun  Insecticide  and  Funqicide  Board. 
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25.  False  and  misleading  statements  on  a  poultry  disinfectant  label. 

Gentlemen:  *  *  *  We  regret  to  inform  you  that  the  label  submitted  is  not 
satisfactory.  On  the  face  of  the  principal  label,  we  note  the  statement  "kills  lice, 
mites,  and  ticks."  This  should  be  modified  so  as  not  to  include  all  varieties  of  ticks. 
It  is  suggested  that  the  word  "ticks"  be  modified  through  the  use  of  a  qualifying 
word,  such  as  "sheep"  ticks. 

The  word  "mange,"  which  occurs  in  a  number  of  places  on  the  label,  should  be 
modified  in  all  cases,  as  all  forms  of  mange  are  not  effectively  treated  through  the  use 
of  the  article,  and  some  qualifying  word  such  as  "ordinary"  mange,  should  appear. 

Under  "Household  Uses,"  the  statement  "skin  diseases"  should  be  modified 
through  the  use  of  some  qualifying  word  such  as  "some"  or  "certain,"  since  the 
product  will  not  be  of  service  in  all  skin  diseases. 

It  is  further  advised  that  the  use  of  the  words  "cure"  or  "Use  until  cured"  in  con- 
nection with  various  directions  appearing  or  the  label  is  unsatisfactory,  as  a  cure  for  a 
disease  or  condition  can  not  be  promised.  We  note  such  use  of  the  word  "cured" 
under  "Eczema  of  hogs,"  "Ringworm  of  dogs,"  and  "Foot  diseases  of  poultry."  We 
also  note  the  statement  "To  prevent  poultry  diseases,"  and  we  are  of  the  opinion  that 
this  should  be  modified  so  as  to  include  only  "some,"  "certain,"  or  "many"  poultry 
diseases,  since  the  product  would  not  be  effective  against  all  poultry  diseases,  and  in 
any  case  the  prevention  of  a  disease  can  not  be  promised,  the  article  merely  acting  as 
a  preventive  measure  in  many  or  certain  poultry  diseases.    *   *  * 

Very  respectfully,  J.  K.  Haywood, 

Chairman  Insecticide  and  Fungicide  Board. 

26.  Labeling  a  coal  tar  disinfectant. 

Gentlemen:  *  *  *  If  your  product  is  an  emulsifiable  coal-tar  preparation 
containing  soap  and  water,  as  statements  on  the  label  indicate,  we  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  water  present  is  inert,  while  the  soap,  phenols,  and  coal-tar  hydrocarbons 
are  active.  We  therefore  suggest  either  of  the  following  statements  on  the  face  of 
the  principal  label: 

Active  ingredients:  Per  cent. 

Coal-tar  hydrocarbon?   

Phenols    

Dry  soap    

Inert  ingredients    

or 

Water,  inert  ingredient   

We  note  on  the  label  the  statement  "is  harmless  to  animals"  and  are  of  the  opinion 
that  this  should  be  removed,  if  the  product  contains  phenols,  since  these  are  poison- 
ous. We  also  note  the  expressions  "For  all  skin  diseases,"  "For  all  diseases  of  the 
throat,"  "To  destroy  foul  odor3,"  "This  will  kill  all  disease  germs  and  vermin," 
and  "To  keep  the  air  pure."  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  product  would  not 
be  of  service  in  all  skin  diseases  and  all  diseases  of  the  throat,  would  not  actually 
destroy  foul  odors,  would  not  kill  all  vermin,  and  would  not  necessarily  purify  the 
air.  We  suggest,  therefore,  that  the  words  "skin  diseases"  and  "diseases  of  the 
throat"  be  modified  by  some  such  word  as  "some,"  "certain,"  or  "many";  that 
the  expression  reading  "to  destroy  foul  odors"  be  changed  to  read  "to  overcome 
certain  (or  many)  foul  odors,"  or  words  of  similar  import,  that  the  words  "disease 
germs"  and  "vermin"  be  modified  by  some  such  word  as  "some,"  "certain,"  or 
"many,"  and  that  the  claim  that  this  product  will  keep  the  air  pure  be  removed. 
*   *  * 

Respectfully,  J.  K.  Haywood, 

Chairman  Insecticide  and  Fungicide  Board. 
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27.  Labeling  so-called  "Whale  Oil  Soap." 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  received  your  communication  of  *  *  *  requesting  infor- 
mation relative  to  labeling  "Whale  Oil  Soap  "  under  the  provisions  of  the  Insecticide 
Act  of  1910. 

For  your  information  we  are  inclosing  Circular  34,  which  contains  a  copy  of  the 
above  mentioned  act,  together  with  certain  regulations  used  in  enforcing  the  same. 
We  especially  call  your  attention  to  section  8  of  the  act,  and  regulation  16,  for  infor- 
mation relative  to  ingredients  requiring  statements  on  the  label.  We  call  your 
attention  to  regulation  10  for  a  definition  of  label. 

In  such  a  soap  as  this,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  water  is  inert  while  the  dry 
soap  is  active.  We  therefore  suggest  either  of  the  following  forms  of  statement  on 
the  face  of  the  principal  label: 

Active  ingredient:  Percent. 

Dry  soap    

Inert  ingredients    

or 

Inert  ingredient,  water    

We  also  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  product  should  not  be 
labeled  "Whale  Oil  Soap"  unless  it  is  actually  made  from  whale  oil.    If  it  is  made 
from  fish  oil,  it  should  be  labeled  "Fish  Oil  Soap."    *   *  * 
Respectfully, 

J.  K.  Haywood, 

Chairman  Insecticide  and  Fungicide  Board. 
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